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Background

 European Court of Justice case.
 Water Services (Amendment) Act 2012.
 Registration Regulations.
 Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems Regulations.
 Financial Assistance Regulations.



Responsibilities

 Owner
 Register by 01/02/2013.
 Ensure system is not a risk to ‘human health or the environment’.
 Comply with Regulations.
 Don’t obstruct inspections. 

 Water Services Authority (i.e. Council)
 Take and maintain registrations (protectourwater.ie).
 WSA Inspectors conduct Inspections.
 Enforce findings, advisory notices etc.

 EPA
 Appoints Inspectors.
 Issues the National Inspection Plan.
 Supervises WSAs.

https://www.protectourwater.ie/


Legal requirements

 Not a risk to human health or the environment.
 Does not leak or discharge other than as designed.
 Roof water or surface water does not enter.
 Parts and components are fit for purpose.
 De-sludged at intervals by authorised contractor.
 Keep receipt for five years.



National inspection plan

 Septic tanks are a pressure on 
9% (148) of at risk waterbodies.

 Risk to groundwater/wells.
 1,200 inspections/annum 

minimum.
 Close to rivers where septic 

tanks are a pressure (6,000).
 In areas with shallow soils and 

household wells (25,000).



Training and support



2022 Report - inspections

 1,143 inspections.
 560 (49%) failed. 
 230 (20%) a risk to environment or health.

Photo credit: Cork County 
Council & EPA



2022 Report - enforcement

 3,983 (78%) of advisory notices closed (2013-2022).
 550 advisory notices open > 2 years, increasing.
 Half involve sewage ponding or discharging to ditches/streams.
 Inconsistent enforcement - 47 legal actions, 90% by three authorities.
 Follow through on enforcement required by local authorities.
 Grants of 85% of costs up to €5,000.



Engagement 

https://www.epa.ie/environment-and-you/waste-water/

https://www.epa.ie/environment-and-you/waste-water/


WHO – Safely Managed Sanitation



Conclusion

 Inspections
 Enforcement
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