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Introduction

− Domestic wastewater treatment systems (DWWTS) - Septic tanks

− Approx 500,000 in Ireland.

− Issues with septic tank performance can lead to:

− impacts on the environment.

− impacts on human health.



National Inspection Plan

Water Services Act 2007 (As Amended) 

• 70K. - (1) The Agency shall…make a national plan…referred to as ‘the national inspection 

plan’…with regard to the inspection and monitoring of domestic waste water treatment 

systems.

• 70K. - (2) the Agency shall have regard to relevant risks or potential risks to human health or 

the environment…

• 70K. - (3) The Agency shall...at least once in each period of 5 years…review the plan and 

make such revisions thereto as it thinks fit.



Responsibilities and Implementation



DWWTS Regulatory Overview
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Risk Based Inspections



2025 DWWTS Inspections Report

◼ 1,466 inspections completed with 59% failure rate.

◼ 7,212 DWWTS failed inspection since 2013. 84% of 

these have been fixed. 

◼ Advisory Notices open > 2 years down from 523 (2024) 

to 442 (2025).

◼ Changes to grant scheme.

◼ Greater enforcement efforts by proactive LAs.

◼ Increased supervisory activities by EPA.

◼ EPA calls for:

◼ Consistent and sustained enforcement across all LAs to 

ensure faulty septic tanks are fixed asap.

◼ Homeowners to perform routine maintenance on their 

septic tanks to protect health and the environment.



Item Month Due Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Internal Stakeholder Pre-consultation Jan
External Stakeholder Pre-consultation Feb-April
DWWTS Inspectors Workshop April
NIP Review (EPA) Feb-June
2027-2031 NIP Draft April-July
Public Consultation Mid Aug-Sept
Review Consultation Feedback Sept-Oct
2027-2031 NIP Draft Finalised November
2027-2031 NIP Published Nov - Dec
Stakeholder Engagement Nov - Dec

NIP REVIEW

National Inspection Plan - Review



NIP Review Focus

◼ Inspections

• Number ~ 1200

• Where to inspect (risk based system)

• Surface Waters >>‘At Risk’ waterbodies under the Water Framework Directive

• Household Wells >> DWWTS co-located with household wells

◼ Enforcement
• Local Authority follow through on unresolved cases - consistent enforcement.

◼ Engagement
• Ongoing engagement – Local Authorities, LAWPRO, EPA report, leaflets, 

websites.
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