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Introduction

◼ Announced by Housing Minister Browne in November 2025

◼ Accelerate housing delivery by allowing builders develop, in 

conjunction with Uisce Éireann, wastewater treatment 

facilities for small developments 

◼ Discharges to be registered with EPA 



Overview



Nov 13th



Waste Water Regulation 

◼ Lot of focus on “simplification” of regulation to 

enable/facilitate housing

Aglommeration 

size

Pre-Existing Form of Regulation New form of regulation 

<10pe Registration of DWWTS & Code of 

Practice. Enforcement by LA to a 

National Ins. Plan

Registration of DWWTS & Code of Practice. 

Enforcement by LA

>10<500pe Certificate of Authorisation from EPA . 

Enforcement by EPA 

>150<500 pe Certificate of Authorisation 

from EPA . Enforcement by EPA 

>500pe WWDL from EPA. Enforcement by EPA WWDL from EPA. Enforcement by EPA 

>10<150pe Certificate of Authorisation from EPA 

. Enforcement by EPA 

Registration & Compliance with GBRs. 

Enforcement by EPA



Regulations S.I. 65 of 2026

◼ Signed 24 February 2026

◼ Registration Criteria required within 2 mths

◼General Binding Rules (n=21) specified in 

a Schedule 

◼ Limitations on size, capacity & discharge

◼ Operation & Maintenance

◼ Incident Reporting

◼ Treatment Performance Standards

◼ Discharge & ambient monitoring



Treatment Standards & Monitoring 





Elements in Registration Criteria

◼ Scale of the Development 

◼ Assimilitative capacity of the receiving water

◼ Examination of potential to connect to sewer must be 

carried out and recorded

◼ Planning permission must be granted



Scale of development / Discharge 

Characteristics

Scale of 
Development

• How many / 
what type of 
houses 

Convert 
to pe 

• Need to be able to 
correlate # houses to 
pe 

Estimate 
discharge 

• Use 150 
litres/person/day

• Equivalent to a max 
discharge of 22.5 
cubic metres per day  



Calculations for pe



Sample Calculation 



Flow in Receiving Water

Locate 
discharge 

point

• Use EPA 
maps

Use 
Hydrotool 

data 

• Sample calcs 
provided 

Estimate 
Q95 

• Convert to 
litres / sec

Must be 10 dilutions available in the Receiving Water; is the Q95 2.25 l/s?  



EPA Maps - Hydrotool layer





Uisce Éireann Role 

◼ Uisce Éireann will;

◼ provide standards for NBS & non-NBS 

◼ Respond to Pre-Connection Enquiries 

◼ Register the discharges with EPA 

◼ Assume responsibility for the WWTPs

◼ Manage and maintain the WWTPs

◼ Ensure compliance with GBRs



Story so far

◼ Early days

◼ Some enquiries 

◼ Difficult to forecast take-up

◼ For more information see Registration of small waste 

water discharges | Environmental Protection Agency

◼ UÉ - s Developer Led Infrastructure | Uisce Eireann  

https://www.epa.ie/our-services/licensing/waste-water/authorisation-processes-explained-/registration-of-small-waste-water-discharges/
https://www.epa.ie/our-services/licensing/waste-water/authorisation-processes-explained-/registration-of-small-waste-water-discharges/
https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-services/developer-led-infrastructure
https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-services/developer-led-infrastructure
https://www.water.ie/connections/developer-services/developer-led-infrastructure


Summary & Process Flow 



Thank you


	Slide 1: Registration of small wastewater discharges – a new regulatory approach Jim Moriarty 17June 2026 
	Slide 2: Introduction 
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Regulations S.I. 65 of 2026
	Slide 7: Treatment Standards & Monitoring 
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Sample Calculation 
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: EPA Maps - Hydrotool layer
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Uisce Éireann Role 
	Slide 17: Story so far
	Slide 18
	Slide 19

