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NPWS

e Project management,
coordination and
governance

Land and ecosystem
management

Surveys

Ecosystem monitoring and
evaluation

Socio-economic
monitoring and evaluation

Communication and
dissemination

Complementary projects
and exploitation of results
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Bord na Mona

e Training of contractors

e Peatland restoration
250ha (Co. Mayo)

Teagasc

e Development of
knowledge exchange
groups for upland farmers

Northern and Western
Regional Assembly

e Liaison with INTERREG
programmes
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Rialtais Aititiil agus Oidhreachta
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Local Government and Heritage

Coillte

e Forest to bog restoration
175ha (Co. Mayo/Galway)

The Heritage Council

e Communication strategy
e Schools programme

RTE

e Production of nature TV
programmes

(7 INPWS

DAFM

e Development of Results-
based Agri-environment
Scheme

USC

e Networking with other
blanket bog project in
southern Europe

Failte Ireland

e Guidelines for sustainable
access to Natura 2000

e Community workshops
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LIFE IP Wild Atlantic Nature

Policy

- Agriculture
* Key objective = high quality habitats, :gg?t;ﬂrfe
sensitive to local contexts that deliver for - Biodliversity
the environment, farmers and local -Energy
- Social policy

communities

How policy
supports
particular
practices

How policy
impacts local
environment
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Place Practice
- Nature - Farming
- Environment How . - Forestry
- Communities practices - Tourism
- Culture shape local - Turf-cutting

environment - Etc.

& vice versa
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LIFE IP Wild Atlantic Nature Results-based Agri-environment
Payment Scheme (RBPS) 2021/2022

@ A e 823 farmers (>85% uptake)
e 52 advisors trained
-WA / ) ST ¢ 63,000ha land surveyed
o E ‘"o'e"v*ﬂ;:‘m“"’?g/ | R e ~€3m direct farmer payments
{g' 7 N * >100 restoration actions
e v 2 * Lessons for CSP (2023-2027)

o | e b * Goggins et al. (2026)

Payment £ —

01 2 3 456 7 8 9 10
Habitat quality score —
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Upscaling of RBPS approach in CSP

* Eight ACRES Cooperation Project teams (€750m)
e Delivery of results-based model to 20,000 farmers

* Results-based, supporting actions & landscape scale payments
 Funded via CSP AECM, NPIs, Cooperation Articles

* We now have an implementation mechanism for conservation
measures & restoration actions *
* Integration of land use policies

* Incentivises delivery of environmental services (food, fibre,
water, nature, climate)

[] ponegar_ce_pec21
[] nortn_connaught_uister_cp_bec21
[ north_west_Connaught_CP_Dec21
South_Mayo_Connemara_CP_Dec21
[ surren_cp_oec21

[ mia_west_southem_upianas_cp_pec21
[ ] west_cork_kerry_cp_bec21
East_South_East_CP_Dec21

See Douthwaite et al. (2026) Pilots, proponents and policy windows: How Results-Based Payment Schemes (RBPS) became

mainstream in Irish agri-environmental policy, Agricultural Systems, 233, 104621
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Upskilling of ACRES Cooperation Project teams

e Peatland training delivered to key members of all teams including Scottish and local training
* Restoration planning at demonstration sites in six CPs

* Several of the teams are managing these under our supervision to gain peatland
restoration experience

An Roinn Tithiochta,

Rialtais Aititiil agus Oidhreachta
Department of Housing,

Local Government and Heritage
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LIFE-IP Wild Atlantic Nature
RBPS indicative scores

@ National Mapping Division of Tailte Eireann.
All rights reserved. Licence number CYAL50351082
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Land restoration programme
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Land restoration programme & funding sources (2024)

AR oz o A [ e A e 2024 (Direct and via leverage
| Land Restoration Programme o charsn p ; ‘7‘5"‘-:';3 ; Land Restoration Programme ~ fu N d S): 103 1h a

Site status {35 of January 2025) An Clochin L ath> Letterkedny {"‘;I"h\fuful'_”v ? \ P:en(:liur(::g 9:urce(F:;uarv 2025) z i‘ &
®  Inglementstion cemmenced Doire pall SN eI, ocha i Letterkenny AR / .
RAP in progress p P s B Wi Atisndc Natura N o " :’7.‘ gl hd 2025 DI rect : Cl 1000 a
G Polential ! under consideration & o . . Sippoding Action e ;
Dongay. 4 [ WaterlANDS (5] L A
g @  Coilte Nature ! % Dangosly 4 L4 C t t Iy g p ty
7 o e onstantly increasing capaci
N A Shared Island Initiative Bundaram 1 2 OO p p | t d
slido ] A Nature anc Biodversity Conservation Union [} ( > eo e ra I n e S I n C e
o ; Monad Than A Pvae 2 O 2 1
e 3 - L ] Sligo MoneSTay
& Daling o ( B Tobeconbmed  yuiirtheady, 13 ol
‘. =l u s |
Cavan Duie - - a

S R AT N * |If supported, this model can
= g deliver 3,000-5,000ha/annum

Athlone m e Tan Mullinga
Maigh B " Jul
7 Yhdiway Elinasioe Sy L ] Athlone
7 Tullamore 5 » Malah Bl = sy
L Kild =] Galway Tullamore
Loug
Port Kild
Athy i "
(7 INPWS: pogialive
Ennjs Nenagt rlo Y
Balling “ Tt
Enni agh
i
Limerick Thuries Kiltkenpy :
Limerick Thuries Kilkenny
New Rbss 8
( ] Toniel Wexi
T New B
Waterford feville 40 7 “onnte 1
Mallow Tramore ia - Waterford
Dungdrvan
o Tramore
yaiighal Dur ;.,,:m..
L - © National Ma Diwision of Taite Eieann.
& 2= Carrigaline @ Toke Brean - Allnghts reseried. Licence number CYAL50351092
o An Reinn Tithiochta,
£ Mkclrhhl I.'nr(c.mra
'1’/.,%: §altals Altll.lli angs Oldhreachta Wbz i “| ‘,1‘ « ‘“ Wl I_D- ﬁTLﬂNTlC
e L2Y 2 epartment of Housing, Ntlm o nd it
el B
= b Ll Py
NATURS 1010 S5 Local Government and Heritage I Nlﬂﬂ_UHE L”:E




Complementary funding (assisted) — Bangor Erris Bog (NPWS) & Merlin Rock
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WaterLANDS
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Restoration — Retrofit pilot programme

e Retro-fitting programme

* Addresses several national/EU policies

AtS irbhis

Ndisilnta agus F dh Ira
National Parks and Wildlife
Service

Links turbary rights in SAC to home energy retrofit
Restoration of turbary plot

Revocation of turbary rights

Habitats Directive
Climate Action Plan

Air Quality; Energy poverty; Rural development
Steering Group: NPWS, DECC, SEAI e

APPLY PRIORITISE ASSESS DECIDE IMPLEMENT

RESTORATION

RETROFIT
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” . o - NATURA aa!
Building capacity to enable community-led nature conservation COMMUNITIES

LIFE-IP Wild Atlantic Nature

Natura Communities Current & Potential ) A
SAC boundaries

- Natura Communities SAC

|| ACRES CP Areas

NATURA aa!
COMMUNITIES

ERRIS NC

Dublin

CORK/KERRY

iy Wexford

Waterford
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s An Roinn Tithiochta,

Rialtais Aititiil agus Oidhreachta
LV Department of Housing,

W Local Government and Heritage

Watianal Farks and Wildlife N .'ENTU H E LI F E

Sendoe
1
|

HL

e % WILD ATLANTIC
i




Building capacity to enable community-led nature conservation NATURA aa!

COMMUNITIES
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MNATURE LIFE

An Roinn Tithiochta,

Rialtais Aititiil agus Oidhreachta

Department of Housing,

Local Government and Heritage M

5325,



NATURA aa!
COMMUNITIES
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Monitoring — site selection

ERODING BLANKET BOG DRAINAGE (ARTIFICIAL) FOREST TO BOG TURF BANKS
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Nature, water
& climate

pohmes
(e.g. BHD, WFD,
NBAP, NRR, CSP,

CAP etc.)

?

Towards an integrated approach to (

Conservation
& Restoration

T

Incentives for
landowners
(e.g. Payments for
ecosystem
services)

?

Wild Atlantic Nature
Land restoration program

Monitoring
Reporting
Verification

Research

Finance
(public, private,
blended)

Capacity
building
(Training,
education,
networks)
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www.wildatlanticnature.ie

@WAN__LIFEIP @WildAtlanticNature
info@wildatlanticnature.ie

Derek.McLoughlin@housing.gov.ie
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